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The Sri Lanka – France Business Council was inaugurated on February 04, 2004, 

with the primary objective to promote trade, tourism investment and services 

between Sri Lanka and France and vice versa.  

 

The Sri Lanka – France Business Council of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 

continues to act as the vital link between Sri Lanka and France businesses, to 

develop new initiatives and areas of corporation in terms of trade, tourism and 

investment. The SLFBC membership comprise a wide spectrum of companies 

both French and Sri Lankan engaged in infrastructure, logistics and services, 

financial services, tourism and leisure, import and export trading, 

manufacturing, ICT and telecommunication.   

 

Objectives 

 
• To promote trade tourism and other services between Sri Lanka and 

France and vice versa 

• To encourage French investment and joint business ventures in Sri 

Lanka between French and Sri Lankan investors 

• To exchange information on trade and investment with the 

appropriate bodies in France  

• To conduct joint meetings with French business organizations in Sri 

Lanka and in France 

• To serve as a recognized representative of business sector interests in Sri 

Lanka in matters concerning business relationships with France 

• To promote Sri Lankan participation in trade fairs in France 

• To corporate with the Government of Sri Lanka in the pursuit of the 

above objectives 

• To establish links with the Chambers of Commerce in France to 

corporate with each other in the pursuit of each other’s objectives   

• To undertake all matters that are incidental or conducive to attaining 

the above objectives  

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE COUNCIL  
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Patron 

 

His Excellency Rémi LAMBERT 

Ambassador for France to Sri Lanka and Maldives  

 

President 

Mr. Andre Fernando 

MAC Holdings (Pvt) Limited 

 

Senior Vice President 

Mr. Jonathan Suppiah 

Inter Air & Sea Logistics (Pvt) Ltd 

 

Vice President 

Mr. Shaameel Mohideen  

Spillburg Holdings (Pvt) Ltd 

 

Committee 

CEVA Logistics Lanka (Pvt) Ltd 

Diesel & Motor Engineering PLC 

Mack Air (Pvt) Ltd 

Noyon Lanka (Pvt) Ltd 

Puritas (Pvt) Ltd 

 

Immediate Past President  

Mr. Ashiq Lafir 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2025/2026 
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Invitees 

 

Mr. Philippe FOUET  

Head of the Economic Department of Colombo 

Directorate General of the Treasury 

Embassy of France in Sri Lanka and the Maldives 

 

Ms. Arunya de Silva  

Promotion Officer - Investment Promotion Department  

Board of Investment Sri Lanka  

 

Ms. Udeni Weerakoon 

Assistant Director - EU Region  

Sri Lanka Export Development Board  

 

Mr. Viranga Bandara 

Asst. Director – Promotions (French Market) 

Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau 

 

 

Secretariat 

Ms. Nadeeni Wedande 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce 
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MEMBERSHIP AS AT 31 MARCH 2026 

A. BAUR & CO. (PVT) LTD 

ACENTURA (PVT) LTD 

AIR GLOBAL LTD 

AITKEN SPENCE TRAVELS (PVT) LTD 

ALSTOM 

APOGEE INTERNATIONAL (PVT) LTD 

APPAREL TECHNOLOGIES (PVT) LTD 

APS LOGISTICS INTERNATIONAL (PVT) LTD 

AQUA PACKAGING (PVT) LTD 

  

BOARDPAC (PVT) LTD  

BUREAU VERITAS LANKA (PVT) LTD 

 

CARMART LTD 

CEVA LOGISTICS LANKA (PVT) LTD 

CHRYSO LANKA (PVT) LTD 

CINNAMON GRAND COLOMBO 

CINNAMON LAKESIDE COLOMBO 

CMA-CGM LANKA (PVT) LTD 

COLOMBO DOCKYARDS PLC 

CONNAISSANCE DE CEYLAN TRAVELS (PVT) 

LTD 

 

DARLEY BUTLER & CO. LTD 

DELMEGE FORSYTH & CO. LTD 

DIESEL AND MOTOR ENGINEERING PLC 

DISTILLERIES COMPANY OF SRI LANKA PLC  

DPR INVESTMENT CONSULTANTS (PVT) LTD 

 

E B CREASY & CO. PLC 

 

FAVOURITE INTERNATIONAL (PVT) LTD 

FREE LANKA TRADING CO. LTD 

FREIGHT LINKS INTERNATIONAL (PTE) LTD 

 

GAIA GREENENERGY HOLDINGS (PVT) LTD 

HILTON COLOMBO RESIDENCIES 

INTER AIR & SEA LOGISTICS (PVT) LTD 

INTERLANKA SERVICES PVT LTD  

INTISSEL LANKA (PVT) LTD  

 

JAYANTHA PREMACHANDRA FOUNDATION 

JOHN KEELLS HOLDINGS PLC 

JUST IN TIME TECHNOLOGIES (PVT) LTD  

 

LION ROYAL (PVT) LTD 

LUXE SUPERMARKET 

 

MAC HOLDINGS (PVT) LTD  

MACK AIR (PVT) LTD 

MACKINNONS TRAVELS (PVT) LTD  

MARLBO TRADING COMPANY 

MAS HOLDINGS (PVT) LTD  

MOD' ART INTERNATIONAL 

 

NKAR TRAVELS & TOURS LTD 

NOYON LANKA (PRIVATE) LTD  

 

PURITAS (PVT) LTD 

 

REAP DIGITAL (PRIVATE) LTD 

 

SHANTI ADVENTURE TOURS (PVT) LTD  

SPILLBURG HOLDINGS (PVT) LTD 

SUEZ INTERNATIONAL 

SWISS CUT & DESIGN (PVT) LTD  

 

TRANSMEC ENGINEERING PTE LTD 

 

UNIVERSAL TRAVEL BUREAU (PVT) LTD 

VISA WORLD (PVT) LTD 

WORLD TRAVEL CENTRE COLOMBO (PVT) 

LTD 
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New Members  

The following company joined the membership during the period under review: 

1. DPR Investment Consultants (Pvt) Ltd 

2. Luxe Supermarket 

3. Jayantha Premachandra Foundation 

4. Colombo Dockyards PLC 

 

Cessations / Resignations  

 

1. Hatton National Bank PLC        

2. Hayleys PLC 

3. Heritage Teas (Pvt) Ltd 

4. The Kingsbury PLC 

5. Star Textile Processing Industries    
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21st Annual General Meeting of the Sri Lanka – France Business Council 
 

The Sri Lanka–France Business Council (SLFBC) of The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce held 

its 21st Annual General Meeting on 8 July, with His Excellency Rémi LAMBERT, Ambassador 

of France to Sri Lanka and Patron of the Council, attending as Chief Guest. 

Andre Fernando, Chairman of MAC Group, was re-elected President, supported by Jonathan 

Suppiah of Inter Air Sea and Logistics (Pvt) Ltd as Senior Vice President and Shaameel 

Mohideen of Spillburg Holdings (Pvt) Ltd as Vice President. The Committee includes Ashiq 

Lafir as Immediate Past President, along with representatives from Puritas (Pvt) Ltd, Diesel 

& Motor Engineering PLC, Mack Air (Pvt) Ltd, Noyon Lanka (Pvt) Ltd and CEVA Logistics. 

Mr. Philippe FOUET, Economic Counsellor, Embassy of France in Sri Lanka and the Maldives, 

Ms. Arunya de Silva, Board of Investment Sri Lanka, Ms. Udeni Weerakoon from Export 

Development Board Sri Lanka and Mr. Viranga Bandara, Asst. Director, Sri Lanka Tourism 

Promotion Bureau also serve in the committee as invitees. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sri Lanka – France Business Council Committee 2025/26 

 

 

 

 

 

REVIEW OF ACTIVITIES 
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Meeting with Director – Business France and Expertise France 

21st May 2025 - The SLFBC hosted an event at the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce for its 

membership, featuring Ms. Estelle David, Director – Business France and Expertise France, 

at an interactive session. The event commenced with a presentation by Expertise France 

outlining its ongoing projects, including the Green Recovery Facility and CIRCULAR 

initiatives, followed by an interactive discussion and a meet-and-greet with Ms. David.  

 

 

Bastille Day Celebrations 

14th July 2025 - Committee Members of 

SLFBC were honoured to participate at the 

Bastille Day celebrations hosted by the 

Embassy of France at Galle Face Hotel. The 

Minister of Trade, Commerce, Food Security 

and Cooperative Development, Hon. 

Wasantha Samarasinghe, attended as the 

Chief Guest. Bastille Day commemorates the 

1789 storming of the Bastille prison, a 

turning point in the French Revolution that 

signaled the collapse of the monarchy and 

the rise of the modern republic.  

Connecting with French Investors 

13th October 2025 - Building on the previously established working relationship with the 

Indo-French Chamber of Commerce & Industry (IFCCI), Committee Members of the SLFBC, 

Embassy of France, IFCCI and officials from the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce engaged in 

discussions with French investors in India to highlight the business and investment 

opportunities available in Sri Lanka. Participants were encouraged to attend the upcoming 

Sri Lanka Economic and Investment Summit, which will serve as a platform to explore 

opportunities and engage with both private and public sector stakeholders. 

https://www.google.com/search?q=French+Revolution&rlz=1C1GCEU_enLK1128LK1128&oq=what+is+Bastille+Day&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgAEAAYgAQyBwgBEAAYgAQyDQgCEAAYkQIYgAQYigUyBwgDEAAYgAQyBwgEEAAYgAQyDQgFEAAYkQIYgAQYigUyBwgGEAAYgAQyBwgHEAAYgAQyCggIEAAYgAQYogTSAQk2ODI3ajBqMTWoAgiwAgHxBVOd4YMPP0wn8QVTneGDDz9MJw&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfA1FOnhV8T5n2elzUfdR_H886NeM0pmeB47F6b0phEX64MVEgz09fT38Wiz5NRKILbiq3Lx9uMvCHvDPHd4w0XxMcjJ_-JPDbUbNPvMWJdEcVESwdshGk_giawHyis9kYxf3tQP7tFU2s49ppb5IDJmq7YBRaiML1fFvlhlY8tvh9trPEQI5OuijnBcCkcVbGlBipCcWuO6fTRuNbFTdX5ywGbf3niei-TaxehA_Z8hR36-eAIvfA72LTa2nkQlNx-8c0YR-5fDfHNi8EB8mjLd&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwjru4jOo9iRAxWylK8BHRUVHQgQgK4QegQIARAH
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Tourism Promotion Initiative Featuring Serge BETSEN 

SLFBC successfully hosted an international promotional initiative from 18th to 20th 

November 2025, centred around the visit of Mr. Serge BETSEN, the iconic former French 

international rugby player. 

Mr. BETSEN, who earned over 60 caps representing France and is widely regarded as one of 

the most respected flankers in international rugby, is also the founder of the Serge BETSEN 

Academy and a committed advocate for youth development through sports and education. 

His visit to Sri Lanka provided a unique platform to promote the country internationally 

while delivering meaningful social and sporting impact locally. 

The initiative was designed to leverage the convergence of sports, tourism, and corporate 

social responsibility, with the following key objectives successfully addressed: 

- Promoting Sri Lanka as a tourism destination in France, the wider Francophone 

region, and the United Kingdom, by capitalising on Mr. BETSEN’s strong personal 

brand and media presence. 

- Supporting the development of Sri Lankan rugby through training sessions, 

development workshops, and knowledge-sharing engagements with leading school 

and club-level players. 

- Inspiring young Sri Lankans through leadership and motivational forums focusing on 

youth empowerment, inclusivity, and community outreach. 

- Showcasing Sri Lanka’s manufacturing capabilities by promoting locally 

manufactured products during the programme. 

As part of the tour, a series of structured events and engagements were carried out. The 

initiative received official endorsement from the Sri Lanka Tourism Promotion Bureau 

(SLTPB), which facilitated the participation of French media throughout the visit. This 

enabled extensive international exposure, positioning Sri Lanka as an attractive and diverse 

tourism destination through the lens of a globally recognized sporting personality. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24th of October 2025 - Pre Event Press Conference  
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DAY 1 – 18th November 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrival of Serge BETSEN at the Bandaranaike International Airport  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arrival at Clove Beach Wadduwa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A tour around the historical Dutch Galle Fort 
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DAY 2 – 19th November 2025 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit to Sacred Temple of the Tooth Relic in Kandy  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rugby Training Sessions at Kandy Sports Club 

Serge BETSEN showcased his rugby skills and shared valuable insights with young enthusiasts from 

Kandy and Kurunegala, with all participants receiving certificates of participation. The program was 

especially beneficial for local coaching staff.  
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DAY 3 – 20th November 2025 

Brunch with the French Community at La Maison De Colombo. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rugby training sessions at Havelock Sports Club 

Serge BETSEN showcased his rugby skills and shared valuable insights with young enthusiasts, with all 

participants receiving certificates of participation. The program was especially beneficial for local 

coaching staff. 
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Wine Evening & Fashion Show 

The initiative culminated in the Council’s annual Wine Evening and Fashion Show, 

showcasing designs by students of Mod’Art International. The event, themed “Resilience in 

Action, Strength in Business,” was graced by H.E. Rémi LAMBERT as the Chief Guest and 

featured a keynote address by Serge BETSEN.  
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Dissemination of Trade Related information 

Trade Fairs, Exhibitions and Trade Enquiries are considered as vital trade promotion tools 

and realizing their importance, the Council kept the membership informed. The Council 

continued to keep the members updated with current trade related information via 

Circulars.   

Trade Enquiries received from France through various sources such as the Sri Lankan 

Embassy in France and the French Trade Commission in Colombo have been published in 

the Business Opportunities Bulletin (BOB) of the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce. 

 

CSR – Donation to MAS Foundation for Change 

  

 

The funds accumulated from the Wine evening and Fashion Show 2024, organized together 

with the European Chamber of Commerce Sri Lanka, were donated to the project “CHANGE: 

Clean Habitat and Nurturing Global Ecosystems” by MAS Foundation for Change.  

The initiative employs Ocean Strainer technology to capture floating waste in Sri   Lanka's 

most polluted waterways, preventing it from reaching the ocean. This waste is then 

repurposed to support marginalized groups, enterprises, and recyclers. The project aims to 

reduce marine and riverine debris, restore ecosystems, and boost local tourism and fishing. 

Members of the SLFBC Committee together with H.E. Remi LAMBERT were present at the                                                          

installation of the 91st Ocean Strainer in Colombo.  
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The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce provided Secretarial Services to the Council during the 

period under review.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

M/s. KPMG Sri Lanka was elected Auditors of the Council.  

 

The Audited Statement of Accounts of the Council for the period 2025 – 2026 is annexed.  

 

 

 

By order of the Committee 

 

Sgd. 

 

Nadeeni Wedande 

For Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SECRETARIAT 

AUDITORS 
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FINANCIAL REVIEW 2025/2026 
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TRADE BETWEEN SRI LANKA AND FRANCE 
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Source: Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority  

Visitor Growth from France ranks in the top ten arrivals to Sri Lanka for 2025 with a notable increase from 
previous years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A monthly breakdown of the Tourist Arrivals for year 2025/26 shows positive growth.  
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Sri Lanka – France Business Council 

of 

The Ceylon Chamber of Commerce  

50, Nawam Mawatha, Colombo 2, Sri Lanka 

Tel: +94 11 55 888 40 (Dir), + 94 11 55 888 00 

E-mail: ccc.trade@chamber.lk, info@chamber.lk 
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